CLEON’S ATTACK AGAINST THE CAVALRY

ARrIsTOPHANES speaks in Eguites 225 f. of the rancour borne Cleon by the
Cavalry: G’.AA, E'za'l‘.v l:ﬂ"ﬂ'ﬁg G’.'VSPES ci'ya@ol XL'ALOL | [.LLO'OI‘;V’TE‘S alZ’TO'V, Ol? }301]07;0'()!}0": agot.
The scholiast at verse 226 cites Theopompus (F. Gr. Hist. 115 F 93) for the ex-
planation: @edmopmos év dexdrw Phimmikdv ¢now 61u ol inmels éuioovy adrov.
mpomnlakiabels yap Om’ adrdv kal mapofuvbels émerédn 1 molTela Kal Sieréleger
els adTods Kaka unxavdpevos. kaTyyopnoe yap avTdv s Aeuroorparovvrwr. The
curious words émeréfy T modirelg were (by implication) explained by Gilbert,
Beitrige, 133, as referring to Cleon’s alleged entrance into the Boule of 428/7
so as to prosecute the cavalry en masse for desertion.! This explanation was
accepted by Jacoby in his commentary.? Nevertheless, the best that can be
said for it is that it is an apparently necessary means of imparting some sort
of meaning to an inconsequential sentence. It makes no sense to say, on the
face of it, that because Cleon was angered by the cavalry ‘he attacked the
constitution’ or, worse still, ‘applied himself to the politeia’.3 What is needed
is the assertion that Cleon attacked the cavalry in some manner or other.

The assumption of an easy slip on the part of the scholiast in his transcription
(or paraphrase) of Theopompus’ words will erase the difficulty. It is well
known that kardoraois can serve as the synonym of molirela. It carries another
meaning, however, more specialized and of infrequent occurrence.* In this
sense the term applies to the money paid the cavalry for the provision of
equipment.s So Lysias 16 (Apology for Mantitheos). 67 : émedn yap kariAere,
€¢q¢faa09€ 7'01‘)5 ¢UAC{,PXOU§ Ci7T€V€'yK€EV TOI\)S E?TWGIJUGVTG.S‘, i’va ’Ta‘S‘ Karao‘.‘cio‘ag
dvampdénre map’ adr@v. éué Tolvwv oddels dv dmodelfeev ol dmevexfévra vmo
TOV ¢UAG’PX(JJV OiJ’TE' ‘n’apaSoBe'VTa Totg G’UVSI:KOLS OiJ’TE KaTa’G"TaO'LV Ka‘ra,’gaz\évra.
The specific and exclusive applicability of this term, when used in a military
sense, to the cavalry, together with the fact that Theopompus was cited for
information about Cleon’s attack on that very body, makes plausible the
inference that the scholiast, misunderstanding the term’s special meaning,
consciously or unconsciously wrote what he thought was an equivalent. What
Theopompus wrote was: mpomnlaxiobels yap m’ adr@v xai mapofurfels
€’7T€T€’0’I] Tﬁ KGTGO'TG/O'E'L Kal‘- BLETEI)\GG'EV EZS al’lTOl‘)g KGK& p’r]xava')y,evos. ‘Having
been insulted by them, and worked up into a rage, he made an attack against
the payment of their equipment-money and continuously devised evil against
them.” It would have been in character for Cleon to have made some such
threat.®
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1 The same view is (again) implied by
Van Leeuwen ad loc.: ‘postea autem rerum
potitum desertionis eos insimulasse, quo veterem
ulcisceretur iniuriam’.

2 His gloss of the words: ‘durch eintritt
in der rat 428/7.

3 Connor, Theopompus, 50 f.

4 Apart from the reference in Lysias
which I quote, two other citations are listed
in L.S.]J. s.v. I. 2. b.: Eupolis F 268, Plato
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Comicus F 165.

5 See W. K. Pritchett, Ancient Military
Practices, Part I (Berkeley, Los Angeles,
London, 1971), p. 3, n. 3.

6 It is worth adding that if this explana-
tion is correct, speculation about any actual
‘desertion’ by the cavalry in summer 427 B.C.
is even more hazardous than Gomme, Com-
mentary, ii. 29o supposed.



	Article Contents
	p. [24]

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Classical Quarterly, New Series, Vol. 23, No. 1 (May, 1973), pp. 1-4+1-177+5
	Front Matter [pp.  1 - 3]
	Megarons and ΜΕΓΑΡΑ: Homer and Archaeology [pp.  1 - 21]
	Dirke and the Sun's Course in Sophocles' Antigone [pp.  22 - 23]
	Cleon's Attack against the Cavalry [p.  24]
	The Death of Socrates [pp.  25 - 28]
	A Neglected Regress Argument in the Parmenides [pp.  29 - 44]
	Katharsis as Clarification: An Objection Answered [pp.  45 - 46]
	The Foundation of the Second Athenian Confederacy [pp.  47 - 60]
	ΒΩCΕCΘΕ [p.  60]
	Cultural Interchange over a Water-Clock [pp.  61 - 64]
	Patricians and Plebeians: The Case of the Veturii [pp.  65 - 77]
	Titvs Maccivs Plavtvs [Titus Maccius Plautus] [pp.  78 - 84]
	Terence, Adelphoe 155-9 [pp.  85 - 87]
	Γ and the Miniatures of Terence [pp.  88 - 103]
	Marius and Fortuna [pp.  104 - 107]
	The 'Leges Iudiciariae' of the Pre-Sullan Era [pp.  108 - 126]
	Catullus 8 and 76 [pp.  127 - 143]
	Problems in Ovid's Fasti [pp.  144 - 151]
	Pausanias and the Stymphalian Birds [pp.  152 - 157]
	The Chronology of Galen's Early Career [pp.  158 - 171]
	The Fall of Perennis: Dio-Xiphilinus 72. 9. 2 [pp.  172 - 177]
	Back Matter





